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MESSAGE OF GREETINGS BY THE FEDERAL
CHANCELLOR
for the
“Austrian Economic Guide For The Arab World 2005”

Forcenturies Europeans, enchanted by tales and legends, were mystified
by the Arab World. It was not until the 19th century that the studies of
Austrian diplomat Josef Hammer-Purgstall created a scientific interest
in Austria with regard to the countries of this region for the first time.
Since the times of the Danube Monarchy, which extended far into the
East, Austria has always fostered links between Occident and Orient.
During the past few decades, the political landscape of Europe has
undergone a fundamental change. Austria has moved back into the
centre of a re-united Europe but continues to remember her historic
roots and traditional relations.

The Arab countries are a dynamic trading area and an important
partner for Austrian companies. Especially in some key areas
such as infrastructure, technology and environmental technology
development, the Arab economic region has become a promising
market for Austrian entrepreneurs. Austrian exports to the region have
consistently increased over the past few years, and Austria has become
an attractive business location for Arab investors. The Austrian Arabic
Center serves as a competent contact point for export-interested
companies and entrepreneurs. “The Austrian Economic Guide For
The Arab World”, which has been published on a regular basis for
the past 16 years, is an excellent example for the intensive economic
relations and a vivid partnership. The increasing interest in economic
cooperation clearly shows that the inherent potential is far from being
exhausted.

I would like to thank the Austrian Arabic Center for its efforts and
activities aimed at intensifying the relations between Austria and the
Arab World, and in particular for the informative “Austrian Economic
Guide For The Arab World 2005”.

Federal Chancellor Wolfgang Schiissel
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